CHAPTER XI
THE RECONQUEST OF QANDAHAR

FROM the time when he ejected the Ghalzais from central and southern
Persia in the winter of 1729-1730, Nadir always had in his mind the desire
to reconquer the city and province of Qandahar and to remove once and
for all the danger of attack from that quarter.

Events elsewhere, however, continually interfered with Nadir's plans.
First, there was the war with Turkey in 1730 ; then came the Abdali
campaign. He would probably have marched against IJusain Sultan
in the summer or autumn of 1732, had not Tahmasp's disastrous Turkish
campaign diverted his energies to the west. Thereafter, until the autumn
of 1736, he was occupied successively with the Turkish war, Muhammad
Khan Baluch's revolt, the Lazgi campaign, the Turkish campaign of 1735,
the Mughan assembly and the coronation and, lastly, the Bakhtiari revolt.

With the conclusion of the truce with Turkey and the outbreak of the
war between that country and Russia, all fear of invasion from the west
and north-west was removed, at any rate for some time to come. The
Lazgis had been chastened,1 and the Bakhtiaris had been thoroughly
subdued. Rida Quli Mirza had been sent in the early spring to punish
the Governors of Balkh and Andkhud and to maintain order in the north-
east of Khurasan, while measures were in contemplation for bringing
about the submission of the Baluchis.

Whilst still engaged on his Bakhtiari campaign Nadir had sent orders
to the Governor of Isfahan to make a levy or 18,000 tomans as a contri-
bution to the cost of the coming expedition to Qandahar. At the same
time the Shah's agents were busy at Gombroon requisitioning provisions
for the troops, and carried out their duties so rigorously that the inhabitants
were reduced to the utmost misery. Besides being forced to supply
provisions, the merchants and other inhabitants were made to pay 72,000
rupees, " a sum so extravagant that it has near Completed the ruin of
Everyone."8 In the province of Kirman Nadir so denuded the people
of supplies that there was a famine there for seven or eight years afterwards.8
What was done at Isfahan, Gombroon and in Kirman was no doubt
carried out with equal ruthlessness elsewhere.

*As subsequent events were to prove, they were not, however, thoroughly quelled.
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